THE ART OF TOM JONES

that he had never had the happiness to see Mr. Allworthy
and had seen Master Blifil but once (xn, 10). This is in
accordance with the preceding narrative; and yet three
weeks later Bowling was in London, a favonrite with Blifil
and a steward to Allworthy, who had recommended him to
Western (XVIL, 7). How this happened Fielding did not
stop to explain.

Mrs. Miller, it is said, learned of Tom's connection with
Allworthy, "either by means of Partridge, or ly some
other means natural or super-natural" (xrv, 5); but only
two chapters before this, Fielding explained in detail how
she acquired that knowledge, partly from Partridge, and
partly from Allworthy himself in a previous visit to
London. The phrase which I have put in italics should
have been deleted. Again, Mrs. Miller had two daughters,
seven years apart in age (xm, 5); but later on, when the
virtuous widow related her history, she said she had
enjoyed the happy marriage state for only five years
(xiv, 5). Her husband was a clergyman.

If this unintended slur on the character of Mrs. Miller
was the most amusing of Fielding's lapses, a worse one was
still to occur. In the tenth chapter of the last book, All-
worthy "returned to his lodgings" at Mrs. Miller's from a
visit to Sophia, sent for Jones, and "explained to him all
the treachery of Blifil.7' In the next chapter while Jones,
in continuation of the scene, was telling Allworthy and Mrs.
Miller how he had gained his liberty, the story was broken
off by a paragraph beginning "When Allworthy returned
to his lodgings, he immediately carried Jones into his room
and then acquainted him with the whole matter" about
Blifil; and then Mrs. Miller, in her desire to be present at
the reconciliation, entered the room with "a gentle rap."
In other words, Allworthy returned to lodgings he had not
left, and twice told Jones of Blifil >s treachery; Mrs. Miller
entered a room where she had been all the time, and, we
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